Lesson Plan: Sustainability & Global Warming
Level: Intermediate (B1) / Upper-Intermediate (B2)
Time: 60–90 Minutes
Aims: * To expand vocabulary related to the environment and climate change.
· To practice using cause-and-effect language.
· To encourage debating and problem-solving in English.

1. Warm-up (10 mins)
Activity: The "What If?" Snowball.
· Ask students: "What is the first word that comes to mind when you hear 'Global Warming'?"
· Show three contrasting images: a melting glacier, a wind turbine, and a crowded landfill.
· Discussion: In pairs, students rank these images from "Most Concerning" to "Most Solvable."
2. Vocabulary Building (15 mins)
Introduce and define key terms. Avoid just giving translations; use context.
	Term
	Definition

	Carbon Footprint
	The total amount of greenhouse gases produced by our actions.

	Renewable Energy
	Energy from a source that is not depleted when used (e.g., solar, wind).

	Deforestation
	The clearing of trees, transforming a forest into cleared land.

	Greenhouse Effect
	The trapping of the sun's warmth in the planet's lower atmosphere.

	Sustainability
	Meeting our own needs without compromising the ability of future generations to meet theirs.


Quick Task: Students must write three sentences using the structure:
"If we don't reduce [Vocabulary Word], then [Result] will happen."
3. The Science & The Stakes (20 mins)
Reading/Listening Component: (Use a short article or a 3-minute video from a source like National Geographic or BBC Learning English).
Focus on Cause and Effect:
Explain the relationship using simple scientific logic. For example, the increase in $CO_2$ leads to higher global temperatures.
$$\text{Higher } CO_2 \rightarrow \text{Stronger Greenhouse Effect} \rightarrow \text{Rising Sea Levels}$$
Comprehension Questions:
1. What are the two primary causes of rising sea levels mentioned?
2. How does meat consumption impact sustainability?
3. What is the difference between "weather" and "climate"?
4. Group Work: The "Sustainability Audit" (25 mins)
Activity: Split the class into small groups. Assign each group a "Sector":
· Group A: Transportation (Cars, Planes)
· Group B: Diet (Food waste, Meat industry)
· Group C: Fashion (Fast fashion, Microplastics)
· Group D: Energy (Home heating, Electricity)
The Challenge: Each group must come up with 3 Realistic Changes people can make in that sector to reduce their impact. They must present these to the class.
5. Cool-down & Wrap-up (10 mins)
Activity: The Commitment Wall.
Each student writes one "Green Resolution" on a sticky note (or digital board) starting with:
"To help the planet, I will strive to..."

Homework Options
· Writing: Write a 200-word opinion essay: "Is it the responsibility of individuals or governments to stop global warming?"
· Research: Calculate your own carbon footprint using an online calculator and bring the results to the next class.
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